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compelled to send a very different circular to his officers,
and Mussolini deferred his epoch-making speech.
Madrid had not fallen.

Cowards exist even in the best and bravest masses,
We must not therefore be surprised that there are
also cowards amongst us.

But we must get rid of them.

(1)  There have been cases of self-inflicted wounds.

(2)  There have been cases of wounded and bandaged
soldiers who in fact had nothing the matter with them.

(3)  There   have   been  cases   where  a   genuinely
wounded soldier was accompanied by others -who
were not in any way charged with this mission, and
who of their own initiative took this chance to leave
the firing line.

A.  ORDER.  WHOEVER IS GUILTY OF ANY
OF   THE   FOREGOING   ACTS   SHOULD   BE
IMMEDIATELY   SHOT.    (Five  individuals  have
already, since yesterday, suffered this just punishment)

B.  The medical service is to report immediately,
cases of self-inflicted wounds or what they suspect
to be such.

C The staff of the Royal Carabineers, the staff of
the volunteer troops and the divisional staffs are to
establish a vigilance service for this purpose on the
lines of communication, in the sanitary services, in
the field hospitals, etc.

A particularly close watch is to be kept on the
ambulances*

MANCINI.
General Commander of the Division.5
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